Survey of small-scale
horticulture growers In
Powys, 2007
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Introduction

The Powys Growers’ Group was formed by Glasu as part of
the Community Supported Agriculture Project

Growers who had been involved with the project and ‘Veg
Doctor’ support/training were invited to attend to look at ways
of creating a self-sustaining support network and possibilities
for joint marketing ventures

The growers were spread over 3 different shire regions within
Powys; Radnorshire, Montgomeryshire and Brecknock

The group first met on 23" January 2007 and approved the
constitution of a cooperative consortia on 17th July 2007

An

ADAS



Methodology:

« Growers wanted to get a ‘snapshot’ picture of what
was being grown in Powys — very little data existed
for micro-horticulture businesses

e Survey sent out by Glasu at the end of February
2007 to 23 growers who attended the first meeting
of the Powys Growers’ Group, asking about what
they intended to grow Iin the coming year

19 replies received
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Overview

17 growing commercially and 2 growing only
for domestic use

Total area in Powys = 31 acres
Average size of holding: 1.8 acres,
maximum 10.25 and minimum 0.25
Number of polytunnels c.17+7
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Overview - Status of land
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Overview - different regions

Brecknock
4.8 acres,

4 established businesses,
2 just starting

Potentially 2+ acres extra
1 certified organic grower

Radnorshire
20.25 acres,
5 established businesses,
1 just starting

2 non commercial growers
Potentially 1.5+ acres extra
1 certified organic grower

Montgomeryshire
5.75 acres,

4 established businesses,
2 just starting

Potentially 21 acres extra
1 certified organic grower
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Commercial growing

just starting 1 year 2 years 3 years 4 years 5 years or
more
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Most popular crops (grown by more than
10 growers) of 50+ species grown

Peas (12 varieties)
French beans (4 varieties)
Carrots (8 varieties)
Potatoes (12 varieties)
Tomatoes (23 varieties)
Beetroot (4 varieties)
Broad beans (7 varieties)
Kale (7 varieties)
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Least grown crops (3 or less growers)

Garlic (?)

Fennel (3 varieties)
Chinese cabbage (?)
Strawberries (?)
Mushrooms (?)
Kohlrabi (2 varieties)
Artichokes (?)

Red cabbage (2
varieties)

Flowers (?)
Celeriac (2 varieties)
Asparagus (2 varieties)
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Opportunities - crops

Organic horticulture review 2007

Garlic

Market Analysis of the Food Service Sector in
Powys (Glasu 2007)

Root vegetables
Soft fruit (berries)
Salads

Etc.
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Routes To Market

(no. of commercial growers using sales outlet)

Direct:
Local retail shop: 5
Farm gate/farm shop: 4
(Farmers’) market: 4
Box scheme: 2
Café/hotel/restaurant: 1

Indirect:
Wholesale/ trader: 2
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Opportunities - marketing

Organizing/ planning crops grown at start of year,
Sharing crops;
More and new markets can be supplied

e.g. service sector market (café/hotel/restaurant)
and also public sector (schools, hospitals)
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Key points

Currently the Powys Growers’ group cultivates 30.8
acres of land for commerce (12 growers)

Including land of growers just starting (5 growers) this
amount of land can more than double

The majority of growers use poly tunnels for production
of one or more crops

The majority of growers sell their produce directly to
consumer

There are a number of opportunities such as producing
different crops and using different market outlets
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The Powys Growers Group survey was
supported by Glasu, the LEADER+ Programme

for Powys
www.glasu.org.uk
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