
Scoping Study: Community-based Food Security Assessment

This questionnaire forms part of a Scoping Study  into Community-based Food Security  and has been designed to identify  the 
extent of existing work in the UK and the likely  demand for community-based food security  assessment in the future. There are 
10 questions in all. Please use a separate piece of paper for your responses or type them into the word version and email or 
post it back to me at the addresses found at the end of the questionnaire:
For the purposes of this study  I have used the FAO’s definition of food security,  detailed below. For the sake of brevity  I have 
also felt it necessary  to combine the phrases ‘food insecurity’ and ‘food security’ as, in many  contexts individuals or 
communities are ‘tackling’ or ‘addressing’ both essentially  by  doing the same things. Hence the use of the phrase ‘Food In/
Security’ in certain places. The word ‘community’ is here meant to imply  a geographic community, such as a city, town, village, 
neighbourhood or possibly even a borough or county. 

Definition of Food Security
The UN’s Food and Agriculture Organisation defines Food Security as “existing when all people, at all times, have physical and 
economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food to meet their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and 
healthy life.” (1)

Part 1

1 Do you feel that communities themselves can play any part in addressing food in/security. If so would you mind 
explaining briefly how you think they could best be addressing it?

2 do you know of any examples of communities addressing food in/security in the UK (or other ‘developed’ country), 
particularly in response to climate change or peak oil. If yes please include location and contact details, if at all possible, 
in your response.

3 If such work HAS been done where do any gaps exist for community based food in/security work in the UK - what still 
needs doing?

4 If work HAS NOT been done, what do you think the priorities should be for such community-based food in/security work 
(NB these may apply at whatever level you have experience of eg local, regional or national) (Please rank in 
importance and use ‘1.’ as most important)

Priority Rank

• Awareness Raising

• Political commitment,

• Partnership forming,

• Capacity building,

• Development of practical tools and advice,

• Developing/trialling actions and solutions,

• Others (please specify) ...
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Part 1

5 Using the above list of priorities, would you please clarify what you think could be done (again at whatever level you 
have experience of) for each priority, to make a difference to local food in/security at the community level:
Awareness Raising:
Political Commitment:
Partnership Forming:
Capacity Building:
Development of practical tools and advice:
Developing/trialling actions and solutions:
Others ... :

6 What community based food in/security work would you find most useful in your own work/activities (and please feel 
free to explain why) 

Part 2

7 Food Security as defined by the FAO (see above) could be described as including issues of: access, availability, 
stability and utilisation(2). From your own work on, or knowledge of the food system in the UK, which of these four do 
you think are the weakest components in a UK rural community’s food system, particularly in light of climate change 
and peak oil?

8 Do you know of any community-based food in/security assessment tools that have been used in the UK or other 
‘developed’ country? If yes please elaborate.

9 If any community-based food in/security assessment tools were to be developed, which of the four issues above 
(access, availability, stability and utilisation) would be the most important to focus on and why 

10 If any community-based food in/security assessment tools were to be developed, would you be interested in assisting 
with their development?

1. by advising or inputting into their creation       Yes     No
2. by commenting upon them once developed    Yes     No
3. by trialling them once developed                     Yes     No
4. by helping to publicising them once trialled     Yes     No

Any other comments ...

Would you mind if I credited any of your comments in my report:  Yes you can use my name
        No I would like to remain anonymous

To enable me to clarify or explore further any of the comments you make may I contact you via phone or email?   
      Yes  No
If ‘yes’ please provide your phone and or email address here, along with any particular instructions (such as best dates, times, 
etc) for me to contact you.

References: 
(1) FAO Rome Declaration and World Food Summit Action Plan. 1996.
(2) Food Climate Research Network, Cooking up a Storm, 2008, p77.

Please return using the stamped addressed envelope or via email, at the following addresses:
Richard Pitts Associates, First Floor Office, Radnor Buildings, Green End, Presteigne, Powys, LD8 2DR

richardjpitts@yahoo.co.uk
If you can return the completed questionnaire by Friday 7th August, that would be most helpful. If not then as soon as you can 
after that date. Thank you very much indeed for you time and cooperation. I really appreciate it, yours sincerely Richard Pitts
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